[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, State, Zip Code]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
[Date]
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee
475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
Washington, DC 20260-3501
Dear Members of the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee,
I am writing to express my strong support for the commemoration of Joe Gans, a pioneering figure in American sports history, with a postal stamp. Born on November 25, 1874, in Baltimore, Maryland, Gans rose to prominence as the first African American World Boxing Champion. His remarkable career and achievements in the sport of boxing not only shattered racial barriers but also inspired countless individuals across generations.
One of the most significant moments in Joe Gans' career occurred on May 12, 1902, when he won the world lightweight title by knocking out Frank Erne in one round at Fort Erie, Ontario. This historic victory made Gans the first African American World Champion Boxer and remains a pivotal milestone in the history of boxing.
Throughout his career, Joe Gans demonstrated unparalleled skill and resilience in the ring. He successfully defended his title multiple times, including a legendary 42-round bout against Oscar "Battling" Nelson in Goldfield, Nevada, on September 3, 1906. Gans' dedication to his craft and his unwavering determination to overcome adversity serve as enduring symbols of courage and perseverance.
Beyond his achievements in boxing, Joe Gans was a symbol of hope and empowerment for the African American community. His impact extended far beyond the ring, inspiring generations to strive for excellence and pursue their dreams despite facing formidable challenges.
As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Joe Gans' birth in 2024, I believe that issuing a postal stamp in his honor would be a meaningful way to celebrate his legacy and ensure that his story continues to inspire future generations. I urge the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee to consider commemorating Joe Gans with a postage stamp and thereby recognizing his enduring influence on American sports and society.
Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to the opportunity to celebrate Joe Gans' legacy through an official postal stamp.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

